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had made himself famous on that account: having
also much studied the appearances and nature of
the planets, vapours, meteors, and other the phe-
nomena of the upper regions, from whence he
made great and accurate improvements in natural
and experimental philosophy ; he also studied and
understood the nature of plants, flowers, drugs,
gums, &c., and the influences of the heavenly
bodies upon them, giving them virtue, colour,
aromatic flavour, and most healing and comforting
powers ; and by this knowledge, our learned Ara-
bian obtained the fame of a most excellent phy-
sician, as well as of a wise man and southsayer,
and was had in universal esteem, but especially, I
say, in the court of Pharaoh, king of Egypt.

N. B. They do not tell us which Pharaoh this was,
so that the chronology of this Arabian is something
defective in that part; but neither is this very ma-
terial, because much of it will be discovered by the
other circumstances.

Unwearied in his diligence and studies, and eaten
up with the desire of knowledge, this Arabian doctor
(for such we shall now call him) not at all abating
his search after wisdom by the fame already obtained;
but seeing daily that there was an abyss of know-
ledge yet behind, and that all he knew was as no-
thing, compared to what he was still ignorant of, he
pursued his search into nature with the utmost ap-
plication : all night, yea, many nights together, he
continued upon the hills, and in the deserts, whither
he wandered; for Egypt is a plain country for many
leagues together, from Memphis where he resided;
I say, all night he spent in looking up into heaven,
and all day in poring upon the earth, searching into
the secrets of nature, and trying and proving the
virtues of the plants and fruits, and other rarities,
the product of that rich and fertile soil: and thus
he wasted and exhausted his vital and animal strength